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rrmos eI e e are (hose who feel that the drug prob-
@:_f.-’[x‘ﬂ Illiel‘llal iita(ﬁ( ‘ . lem will not be settled until some way ié) f%und i
oL “ rpe " to eliminate .the desire for the -stuff. This may .
o l'() ‘bl()“" leu.ﬂ; ’E."i'afflc ! well be thecase, » . : y
oA & : ! E%E However, until this is accomplished, the ob- |
Like :some others, the British m: :azine, The @ vious priority would be the next best thing —
Economist, takes a rather dim vie” of (he $35 ' elimination of the flow of drugs across U.S. bor-'/
“miliion that America is paying farmers in Tur- . lers.+— by a concentrated attack from within.
key in return for a halt to the growing of opium. | ' ’
|

“Trade in" Turkey is bad but the narcotics i
" dealers are doing well in Thailand,” the maga-
' zine-potes. *Just when the Americans are con- :
- gratulating themselves that the opium traflic l
o from Turkey is ending they discover that more ! . '
heroin is coming into the United States from 4 )
_Southeast Asia thanthey realized.” |
K Stemming the- flow of heroin into the United -
| States appears to be at the peak of controversy !
now, partiéularly‘ in wake of the announcement l
" of a forthcoming book, “The Politics of Heroin |
' in Southeast Asia." The book charges that the i
"t Central Intelligence Agency is in collusion with |
“ these  trafficking T drugs — an allegation \
© heatedly denied by that agency.
_ The Economist says that the CIA protestations l
' “ring rather hollow since the-agency’s own re-
port ‘appears to support much of the evidence '
used’ against the (Soytheast Asia) governments
intheregion. : ‘

_-.A_high level report of the CIA claims that it
% will be virtually impossible to stem the flow of
drugs. from Southeast Asia because .of the lack |
‘of cooperation {rom both the governments con-
* cerned and [rom Americans living-in the arca. 1
It is sceming folly to hand out some §35 mil- |
lion to farmers in Turkey to halt one source of .
_opiuny, while more numerous sources openly pro-
- liferate. . ;
The conomist made the assessment that the
“most:.effective part of the attack on heroin !
 seems to be within the United States itself, judg-
ing from figures. It notes that the federal nar--+=:
~ cotics authorities claim to have scized an aver-®"
- age of 71 pounds of heroin a month, or $1 mil- .
lion ‘worth, on the East Coast alone in the past
12 |po_nths. ‘This .has sent the price of one’gram .
of lléx‘of:l~' from $418 to $785 — no comfort to .
th_os'e already addicted, but a deterrent to others |
becoming hooked on the drug. ) ,
_ “The total number of heroin addicts in this na-
‘tion is not known. But the problem is serious
_ and-President Nixon has now asked Congress'to
add-andther $135 ‘million- to the fight against «
“drugs, for a total outlay of more than $300 mil- .
lion pexy year. PRI S AR S .
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